


D A T A   S H E E T

CENTAURE, aka BELGIAN COLT, aka CENTENNIAL ARMY, aka “1960 NEW MODEL ARMY”

Visit the Centaure website www.1960NMA.org 

Please take a few minutes to describe the characteristics of your pistol by checking below boxes of the questionnaire for relevant questions. One set of sheets per pistol. By submitting your data you are agreeing to permit your data to be used in publications and posting on web sites.

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

1.1
Serial number (with prefix C or F as appropriate):…..………………………………………..

1.2
Barrel length:
8” □

7,5” □

5,5” □

4” □
other:…………□

1.3
Loading lever:
installed □

   none installed/separate brass loading rod □
1.4
Grip (walnut) - one piece:

varnished □

oiled □

other:…………□
1.5
Front sight:

blade □

post □

bead □
other:…………□
1.6
Are you the first owner:






yes □
        no □
1.6.1
- if yes which year did your obtain your Centaure (date of invoice):………………………….

1.7
Your initials or alias, and country of residence:………………………… …………………

2.

FACTORY MARKINGS – PLACEMENT

2.1 
Top of barrel marking






yes □
       no □
2.1.1
- “1960 NEW MODEL ARMY”






yes □
       no □
2.1.2
- “1960 NEW MODEL ARMY”
CENTENNIAL TRADE MARK


yes □
       no □
2.1.2.1
- “1960 NEW MODEL ARMY”
CENTENNIAL TRADE MARK CHICAGO U.S.A.
yes □
       no □

2.1.3
- CENTENNIAL TRADE MARK
“1960 NEW MODEL ARMY”


yes □
       no □
2.2
Manufacturer’s mark – frame forward left side: centaur emblem
yes □
       no □

2.1.1
- rampant centaur emblem □




      walking Centaur emblem □
2.3
Country of Origin mark: MADE IN BELGIUM




yes □
       no □
2.3.1
- if yes:



underneath butt □

      left side barrel lug □

2.4
Your comments/amendments:………………………………………………………………….

3.
SERIAL NUMBERS - PLACEMENT (regular S/Ns lowest confirmed 11, highest confirmed 14270; irreproducible S/Ns currently known 18408, 043573, 5 1971)
3.1
Barrel: underneath, breech end





yes □
       no □
3.2
Frame: forward, underneath






yes □
       no □
3.3
Trigger guard: forward






yes □
       no □
3.4
Cylinder: which digits?........................................................................................................
3.4.1
- breech side: full S/N or last digits





yes □
       no □

3.4.2
- front side: full S/N or last digits





yes □
       no □
3.4.3
- between Colt-type naval scene following mark COLTS PATENT Nº

yes □
       no □
3.5
Back strap: lower portion, left side (covered by grip)


yes □
       no □
3.6
Grip: embossed in rear side (covered by back strap)


yes □
       no □
3.7
Hammer: lower left side






yes □
       no □
3.8
Your comments/amendments:………………………………………………………………….

4.
LIEGE PROOF HOUSE MARKINGS

4.1
CAL. .44 (caliber mark): left side of barrel lug



yes □
       no □
4.2
Perron (“arrow” or “feather duster”): inspection mark


yes □
       no □
4.2.1
- if yes: 

left side of barrel lug □



left side frame □
4.3
Inspector mark (discontinued Feb. 26, 1968) marks found so far:       ,       ,       ,       ,       ,       ,        ,
     ,     ,     ,     ,     ,     . Marks on 


4.3.1
4.3.2
4.3.3



4.3.1
4.3.2
4.3.3



barrel
frame
cylinder


barrel
frame
cylinder


*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□

*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□

*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□
*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□

*
□
□
□


*
□
□
□

4.4
ELG over * in oval (proof mark since 1883): side of cylinder

yes □
       no □
4.5
Crown over R (1894 to 02/1968): left side of barrel lug


yes □
       no □
4.6
Your comments/amendments:……………………………………………………………….…

5
DEALER/DISTRIBUTOR/IMPORTER MARKINGS (might be small or hidden)
5.1
Bärbel Harlos Waffen, Schwäbisch Hall:
B. HARLOS


yes □
       no □







RIEDEN



5.1.1
- if yes: 

on butt □

under barrel lug□
        left side of frame □
5.2
Jacobi, Iserlohn: left side of frame

JACOBI





□
5.3 
Withum, Kressbronn: trigger guard

WITHUM




□
5.4
Your comments/amendments:……………………………………………………..…..…

6
CYLINDER

6.1
Rebated








yes □
       no □
6.1.1
- plain









yes □
       no □
6.1.2
- proprietary Centaure naval scene 





yes □
       no □
6.1.2.1
- marking between the scene: NEW MODEL 44




yes □
       no □
6.1.2.2
- markings: ENGAGED 16 MAY 1843, between the scene: NEW MODEL 44

yes □
       no □
6.1.3
- Colt/Ormsby-type naval scene





yes □
       no □
6.1.3.1
- marking: ENGAGED 16 MAY 1843, between the scene CENTENNIAL


yes □
       no □

6.1.3.2
- markings: ENGAGED 16 MAY 1843, between the scene COLTS PATENT Nº and S/N
yes □
       no □

6.2
Fluted: fully








yes □
       no □
6.3
Chambers: interior depth, distance from rim of chamber to shoulder/step above the bottom/base of nipple, measured close to chamber wall 

6.3.1
- “early” large chambers: 





ca. 1.183 in/30,06 mm □

6.3.2.
- “middle” mid-size chambers:




ca. 1.076 in/27,35 mm □

6.3.3.
- “late” small chambers:





ca. 0.896 in/22,75 mm □
6.4
Your comments/amendments:………………………………………………………………….

7
GROOVES OF BARREL/FRAME/ARBOR/GRIP

7.1
Grooves of barrel: 
6 □

7 □

8 □
other □ please, specify………

7.2.
3-screw frame







yes □
       no □
7.2.1
- recoil shield cut for shoulder stock, toe on butt for shoulder stock
yes □
       no □

7.2.1.1
- recoil shield cut for shoulder stock, NO toe on butt for shoulder stock
yes □
       no □
7.2.2
- recoil shield NOT cut for shoulder stock, NO toe on butt for shoulder stock
yes □
       no □
7.3
4-screw frame







yes □
       no □
7.3.1
- “4th/guiding” screws:



7.3.1.1
- flush with frame









□

7.3.1.2
- protruding 0.074 in/1,88 mm 







□

7.3.1.3 - protruding 0.236 in/6,0 mm








□

7.4.
Arbor

7.4.1
- 1st version: deep/separate grease groove near slot for wedge, square ended bottomed type









yes □
       no □
7.4.2
- 2nd version: shallow/separate grease groove near slot for wedge, slightly tapered end











yes□
       no □
7.4.3
- 3rd version: tapered end, no separate grease groove nr. slot for wedge
yes□
       no □

7.4.4
- 4th version: square end, no separate grease groove nr. slot for wedge
yes □
       no
□
7.5
Your comments/amendments:…………………………………………………………………

8
MATERIAL/FINISH

8.1 
Carbon steel








yes □
       no □
8.1.1
- blued: barrel, cylinder, back strap; case colored: frame, hammer, loading lever

yes □
       no □

8.1.1.1
- blued: barrel, cylinder; case colored: frame, hammer, loading lever
yes □
       no □
8.2
“In the white”: high gloss polished 





yes □
       no □

8.2.1
- blued wedge & screws






yes □
       no □

8.2.2
- “white” wedge & screws






yes □
       no □
8.3
Stainless steel: blued wedge, screws




yes □
       no □
8.4
Trigger guard: brass







yes □
       no □
8.5
Trigger guard/back strap: silver plated




yes □
       no □
8.6
Your comments/amendments:…………………………………………………………………

9
SHOULDER STOCK

9.1
Serial number (usually matching pistol):………………..…………………………………….
9.1.1
- stamped on brass:




top of butt plate □
    bottom tang □

9.1.2.
- penciled on wood with/without prefix F: under butt plate □  inside bottom tang mortise □

9.2
“other digits” stamped inside brass, please, specify digits:…...butt plate □ bottom tang □

9.3
Contract manufacturer mark of wooden stock, stamped on wood under butt plate. Only mark found so far is
SILE □
other □ please, specify……….……………..no mark □
9.4
Country of origin left side bottom tang: 



           MADE IN BELGIUM □

9.5
Other marks/markings:..………………..……………………………………………..…………

9.6
Your comments/amendments:………………………………………………………………….

10
ACCESSORIES
10.1
Original cardboard box






yes □
       no □
10.2
Original instructions for use (usually inside lid):



yes □
       no □
10.3
Wooden presentation case






yes □
       no □
10.3.1
- type of interior:

English Fit (partitioned) □
          French Fit (contoured) □
10.3.2.
- color of interior, please, describe/add pictures:………………………………………………..
10.4
Powder flask marked COLTS PATENT and Dixon & Sons:

yes □
       no □
10.5
Bullet mould (2 cavity) marked MADE IN BELGIUM: 



yes □
       no □
10.5.1
- type of metal: 





brass □
     blued steel □
10.6
Oil bottle marked Sheffield England:




yes □
……no □

10.7.
Cap container:







yes □
       no □
10.7.1 - please, describe/add pictures:…………………………………………………………………...
10.8
Your comments/amendments:..……..…………………………………………………………

11 GENERAL COMMENTS, OBSERVATIONS, ETC:……………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

One picture is worth a thousand words. Therefore, if possible provide digital pictures of your Centaure revolver and shoulder stock as applicable. Together with your completed data sheet they facilitate further study and analysis. The following views of your revolver and/or shoulder stock are requested:

1. Pistol: right sight view, left sight view, top of barrel marking, view of muzzle; serial numbers (underneath rearward barrel/forward frame/forward trigger-guard); proof marks & centaur emblem - left side of barrel lug/frame, ELG over * in oval plus inspector mark on cylinder, MADE IN BELGIUM left side if barrel, underneath butt

2. Shoulder stock: serial numbers (top of butt plate/bottom tang), MADE IN BELGIUM left side bottom tong, all other marks and markings
It will be appreciated if you can also provide pictures of those parts of the disassembled revolver and/or shoulder stock that show further marks and markings:

1. Pistol: serial number/digits on breech (side of cylinder, back strap lower portion/left side covered by grip, digits on grip/rear side covered by back strap, hammer lower left side), arbor

2. Shoulder stock: all marks and markings visible after removal of yoke and butt plate, visible on wood, stamped on inside of brass
Pictures of accessories like 

1. boxes incl. box labels with serial number and date, 

2. instruction for use (dated?)

3. original sales slip if available (if you are the first owner)

4. original powder flasks, oil bottles, nipple wrenches, wooden presentation cases, etc.

Please mail your completed sheets and pictures to wolf@1960NMA.org
If you have questions, suggestions or wish to make amendments, let me know.

Your data and pictures will be entered into a program to learn more about (variations of) these revolvers and share it with others. Consequently findings from this data will be made available to those contributing to the work, as more information becomes available. By submitting you grant permission for data, pictures and findings to be made available to collectors and shooters as publication (s) and through web postings at one point in the future.

Thanks for your help!

Wolf D. Niederastroth aka Long Johns Wolf
Rossertstraße 19 A

D-65719 Hofheim/Germany
Phone +49-6192-901290
Fax +49-6192-901293
wolf@1960NMA.org
www.1960NMA.org
WDN/April 19, 2010
© Wolf D. Niederastroth Hofheim/Germany 2007
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